
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disruption and Dislocation Assistance for Tribes: Within 3 years of enactment of the  
bill, the Environmental Protection Agency is directed to establish a program to provide  
assistance and funding to tribal communities facing disruption or dislocation caused by  
climate change.  
 
Natural Resource Adaptation Program: This program would authorize an estimated  
$175 billion through the year 2030 to fund activities that assist fish and wildlife habitat,  
plants, and associated ecological processes in adapting to and surviving the impacts of  
climate change. The adaptation program will allocate approximately $93 million each  
year to federal grant programs for Tribes such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  
Tribal Wildlife Grants. (Note: all other dollar estimates are based on NWF calculations  
and will depend on the actual market prices of emission permits, which will fluctuate over time).  
 

Federal Greenhouse Gas Registry: This registry will be formed in consultation with and include  
representatives from Tribal, state and local governments, environmental groups, and other stakeholders. 
 

Energy Assistance Fund: This may provide funds to tribal communities and would be  
divided as follows:  
 

• 50% for low-income home energy assistance established under the Low Income  ct of 1981;  
 

• 25% for the Weatherization Assistance Program for Low-Income Persons; and 
 

• 25% for a rural energy assistance program to provide financial assistance for reasonably-priced electricity in 
off-grid rural regions in which electricity prices exceed 150% of the national average.  

 

EPA Congressional Report: Within 1 year of the bill’s passage, the Environmental Protection Agency is  
directed to submit a report to Congress: 
 

• Assessing the adverse impacts of climate change on low-income populations;  
• Identifying climate change adaptation measures and programs; and  
• Estimating the costs of implementing those climate change adaptation programs.  
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The bill may provide financial resources to the nation’s federally recognized tribes to 

mitigate price impacts on tribal families, to protect sustainable tribal cultural and 

wildlife resources, to promote public transportation and energy efficiency, and to 

address local impacts of climate change. 

Bipartisan Sponsorship: Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT) and Senator John Warner (R-VA) 
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ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 
 
For more information, contact Garrit Voggesser (voggesser@nwf.org) or Myra Wilensky 

(Wilensky@nwf.org) at (303) 786-8001 and Bob Gruenig (bgruenig@ntec.org) or Jerry 

Pardilla (jpardilla@ntec.org) at (505) 242-2175.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For more information, contact Garrit Voggesser (voggesser@nwf.org) or Myra Wilensky  
 

Lieberman-Warner Climate Security Act of 2008 and Tribes continued 

Fact Sheet Contributors:  
 

• National Tribal Environmental Council (NTEC): NTEC is a 184-member tribe organization that assists 
tribes to protect tribal environments.  

 
• National Wildlife Federation (NWF): represents members and supporters joined by affiliated wildlife 

organizations in 47 states and territories with the mission to inspire Americans to protect wildlife for our 
children’s future.  

 

For more information contact Garrit Voggesser (voggesser@nwf.org) or Myra Wilensy (wilensky@nwf.org) at 

(303)786-8001 and Bob Gruenig (bgruenig@ntec.org) or Jerry Pardilla (jpardilla@ntec.org) at (505)242-2175. 

 
 
 

1) The bill directs the EPA to establish a program for tribal  
      communities in consultation with the Secretary of Interior.  

• The EPA should be required to use the negotiated rule-making 
     process to form an advisory committee of tribal leaders from  
     each EPA region to design the program for Indian tribes and  
     establish controls over its implementation.  

 
2) The bill directs the EPA to distribute emission allowances directly among tribal governments.  

• The EPA should annually allocate the tribal set-aside of emission allowances to the Climate 
Change Corporation which would auction them and deposit the proceeds from this auction into a 
“Tribal Climate Change Assistance Fund.” The EPA would have access to the fund’s proceeds on 
an annual basis and make them available to tribes through the procedures established under the 
negotiated rulemaking process.  

 
3)  The bill references section 301(d) of the Clean Air Act which could imply that a tribe would require 

“treatment as a state” status before it could access resources as provided for under the bill. The bill,    
        however, should be amended so as to place tribes on the same playing field with states including   
        equitable access to:  

• Natural Resource adaptation funding; and  
• Revenue mechanisims such as marketing carbon offsets for agricultural, forestry and other such   
      offset projects.  

 
4) There are a number of places in the bill for which an appropriate reference to tribes is lacking.  

• The bill should be amended to include reference to tribes under all general programs and services.  
 

5) The bill makes 1/6 of the monies from the Land and Water Conservation Fund available to states on a 
competitive basis.  

• These monies should also be made available to tribes.  
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