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National Interest Electric 
Transmission Corridors

• Established by Energy Act of 2005 (Sec. 1221)

• 2 designated in Midwest;  1 designated in SW
• Applicant can apply to Federal Regulatory 

Commission for approval when state authority has 
failed to act within a year

• Project applicant has power of eminent domain to 
obtain rights-of-way over private property





Designation of Energy Corridors on 
Federal Lands

• Established by Energy Act of 2005 (Sec. 368)

• Draft Programmatic EIS issued by BLM/ DOE  
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/eis/what/index.cfm

• Issuance of Final EIS will automatically amend 
Land Use Plans to provide for new rights-of-way

• Individual projects should still require 
environmental and historic preservation review





• New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission 
Authority (RETA)
– Established by the New Mexico legislature in 2007
– has financing (revenue bonds), contracting and eminent 

domain powers to develop projects
– first identifies “projects” (transmission infrastructure 

driven by one or more renewable and traditional power 
generators

– issues RFP to determine private sector’s interest in 
constructing and operating the facilities

– only proceeds on its own to construct facilities in the 
absence of private sector interests



• Colorado Clean Energy Development 
Authority (CCEDA)
– Created in 2007 by CO legislature

– Finances projects and enters into financing 
agreements

– Authority to issue bonds to support renewable 
projects



Tribal Energy Resource Agreements

• Provided for in Energy Act of 2005 (Title V)

• Upon approval of TERA by Secretary of the 
Interior, energy development to proceed pursuant 
to tribe’s regulations 

• Project approval by Dept of the Interior no longer 
required

• Can apply to renewables as well as fossil fuel 
development




